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<para>CONROY, PAT (DONALD PATRICK) (1945- ), contemporary Southern
author whose highly popular novels include The Water Is Wide, The Great Santini,
The Lords of Discipline, The Prince of Tides, and Beach Music. Conroy has also
achieved considerable success as a screenwriter, authoring or co-authoring a
number of Hollywood and television scripts, most notably the film adaptations of his
own novels,  <emphasis type="italics">The Prince of Tides</emphasis> and
<emphasis type="italics">Beach Music</emphasis>. </para>

<para>Conroy was born in <xref(Atlanta)>Atlanta, Georgia</xref>, on October 26,
1945, the eldest of seven children of Donald Conroy, a career U.S. Marine Corps
pilot from Chicago, and Frances "Peggy" Peek Conroy, described by her son as "a
north-Georgia beauty full of love and beauty." Conroy credits his mother for instilling
in him a love of language and literature.</para>

<para>Another early literary influence upon Conroy was Eugene Norris, a high
school English teacher who gave Conroy a copy of Thomas Wolfe's Look
Homeward, Angel and also drove the young student to Asheville, North Carolina, to
visit Wolfe's home. From that time onward Wolfe served as the literary model for
Conroy. Like Wolfe's, Conroy's fiction is characterized by a lyrical, emotionally
charged prose, a heavy reliance upon personal and family experiences, and a
strong sense of place.</para>

<para>A "military brat," Conroy moved with his family numerous times during his
childhood and youth--by his count twenty-three times before he turned eighteen.
During his last two years of high school, however, the family settled in Beaufort,
South Carolina, the town and state that figure so prominently in the settings of his
novels. Nevertheless, the constant moves, along with the abusive behavior of his
military father, produced a degree of uncertainty and insecurity in the young boy that
undoubtedly contributed to the search for acceptance and belonging which becomes
a dominant theme in his fiction.</para>

<para>At the encouragement (even insistence) of his father, after high school
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