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| |<para>Another early literary influence upon Conroy was Eugene Norris, a high

| |school English teacher who gave Conroy a copy of Thomas Wolfe's Look

| |Homeward, Angel and also drove the young student to Asheville, North Carolina, to
| |visit Wolfe's home. From that time onward Wolfe served as the literary model for
| | Conroy. Like Wolfe's, Conroy's fiction is characterized by a lyrical, emotionally

| |charged prose, a heavy reliance upon personal and family experiences, and a
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<para>A "military brat," Conroy moved with his family numerous times during his
childhood and youth--by his count twenty-three times before he turned eighteen.
During his last two years of high school, however, the family settled in Beaufort,
South Carolina, the town and state that figure so prominently in the settings of his
novels. Nevertheless, the constant moves, along with the abusive behavior of his
military father, produced a degree of uncertainty and insecurity in the young boy that
undoubtedly contributed to the search for acceptance and belonging which becomes
a dominant theme in his fiction.</para>
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